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he not leave much work and many engagements in
Paris in order to join them ? Did he not spend
several nights trying to arrive before them ? Ah !
for all their fears their loved one had not changed.
Fame had not snatched him from them. He
moved in a larger world but still was the devoted
boy they had known. How dearly they loved
him !

But soon came the parting. Chopin received
another invitation from the Wodzinskis, who were
now at Dresden. He arrived, filled with curiosity,
especially at the thought of seeing Marja again.
Adolescent transformation in a girl is so mys-
teriously delicate that at nineteen she can only be
said to have been born anew. Chopin wondered
how this nineteen-year-old girl would appear to
him after so long a separation. There are various
descriptions of her : some found her plain, others
beautiful. Her Italian blood appeared in the
dark hair, the fine eyes, the full lips and lively
disposition. The conflict of opinion as to her looks
is probably due to the contrast of Slav and Latin
features in her make-up. Prince Louis Napoleon,
who liked to hear her play the piano, called her
" the brunette daughter of Euterpe." Plain or
beautiful, it is certain that, with her little talents
for playing, singing, composing, painting and
embroidery, her temperament and abundant
charm, she had already made many conquests.
With Dresden as the background, the stage was set
for yet another. In the renewed anguish of home-
sickness, Chopin needed thesympathy of friendship.